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After the harvesting of wheat, the bugs remain in the stubble for
several days. This gives another opportunity to deal a blow. After
thrashing, the straw should be scattered over the stubble and burned,
which beyond a doubt will destroy many.
Again, fire can be used to a good advantage. When the attack
seem~ to be confined to a definite portion of the field, it may pay to
overlay it with straw and burn, if the area is not too large.
When a wheat-field is full of chinch bugs, nothing but a long-
continued drenching rain can save it. It was this fact, which led Prof.
Riley, in his seventh report on the insects of Mis~;ouri, to recommend
irrigation. He states, that wherever it can be practiced" it is the only
really available (and) practicable remedy, after the bugs have com-
menced multiplying in the spring." He further says, "that I believe
that it is an effectual antidote against this pest, and that by overflow-
ing the grain-field for a couple of days, or by saturating the ground
for as many more in the month of May, we may effectually prevent its
subsequent injuries."
Since the bugs like warmth and dryness, they will seek, in the fields,
the plants of small and of irregular growth, which is indicative of poor
soil. It is a common observation, that the greatest damage is done to
plants on the poorest soil, while often those on rich soil escape attack.
This fact is suggestive of what? Without much philosophy, we con-
dude that fertilization of the soil is needed to give the crop the neces-
sary strength to ward off or stand the attack. By experiments with
fertilizers, Prof. Forbes has determined that by dressing the soil with
a combination of ammonia and phosphates, the tiller will always be
rewarded with a reasonable yield, so far as the chinch bug is con-
cerned.
From what has been said in regard to the food-plants of this insect,
it follows that by a rotation of crops, a better chance is offered to pre- .
vent its rapid increase. The same will apply to all injurious insects,
for if one plant is allowed to occupy the same locality for a succession
of years, the result will be a proportional increase of its insect
enemies. Such facts are too evident to need further comment.
In the majority of cases it is harvest time before the presence or
work of this insect attracts attention, and before this time of the year,
it very seldom causes general alarm. Since the bugs invade the fields
of corn, sorghum and millet, on foot, several preventive measures can
be resorted to, which will either destroy them or retard their movements.
These fields can be protected by digging a ditch or plowing a furrow
around the infested field. A furrow is more {'asily made than a ditch,
and if properly attended to will serve equally as well. This furrow
should be made as deep as a plow can make it, and the sides and bot-



